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In a famous song written
for his son, John Lennon once 
wrote, “Life is what happens to
you while you’re busy making
other plans.” It’s a sentiment
that could apply to San Jose’s
quest for major league base-
ball.

Bringing the Oakland A’s to
San Jose was never going to be
easy. It requires all the planets 
to be perfectly aligned — a
deal with the San Francisco
Giants, an approval by the vot-
ers, enough money to complete
the job, and careful attention
to neighborhood objections.

But several developments
in the past few months have
complicated the task. While

baseball
commissioner 
Bud Selig
has dith-
ered, Rome
has burned
around the
edges.

Consider
these events:

THE THROES OF REDE-
VELOPMENT: The move by
Gov. Jerry Brown to kill rede-
velopment zones in California 
may or may not succeed. But
it certainly has had an impact 
on San Jose’s redevelopment
agency, which has the feel
of the Alamo surrounded by
Santa Anna’s army.

City officials have said they
don’t expect this to affect plans
for baseball, because they’ve
stuffed ballpark land into a
special land authority. But
streets, parking and amenities
inevitably cost more than the
city expects.

Without redevelopment,
San Jose has far less flexibility
and staff. You cannot send $75
million to the state, as the city
has over the past two years,
without feeling the loss.

DODGERS AND METS: As
much as he sympathizes with
the hopes of his old fraternity
brother Lew Wolff to bring the 
A’s to San Jose, Selig has more
pressing problems on his plate
— the fate of two of baseball’s
marquee franchises, the Los
Angeles Dodgers and the New
York Mets.

Major League Baseball has
appointed a trustee to oversee
the operations of the Dodgers,
whose owner, Frank McCourt,
is embroiled in a nasty divorce.
Meanwhile, Mets’ owner Fred
Wilpon, who was enmeshed
in the fallout from the Bernie
Madoff scandal, has borrowed
$25 million from baseball and
faces huge long-term debt.

Selig, a famous dawdler,
will probably have to deal with
these problems before he can
focus on the Bay Area’s ball-
park squabble.

CISCO’S PROBLEMS: John 
Chambers, Cisco’s CEO, is one
of the best salesmen in Silicon 
Valley, maybe in America. But
as Cisco’s growth has faltered
in recent months, he has had to
apologize to investors and redi-
rect the company toward its
core mission, dropping things
like the Flip camera division.

Why does this matter to
a ballpark? The backers of 
an A’s park in San Jose have
counted on Cisco as a major
corporate sponsor, a company
that could buy naming rights 
and use whiz-bang technology 
to bring video to the seats.

Now, with Cisco redefining
itself, the question is whether
Chambers can afford to be as
involved as Wolff hoped — and
whether Cisco’s technology
will be the drawing card.

None of these are reasons to
desert the effort to bring base-
ball to San Jose. It’s a worthy
cause. And maybe these prob-
lems are all transitory. But
the news is a reminder that
things change — life happens
— while San Jose is making
other plans.

When Mayor Chuck Reed
said last year that it was “now
or never” for a ballpark vote,
events quickly seemed to prove
him wrong: He postponed an
election after a fragile promise
from Selig to fund a campaign
in the spring.

But Reed might have been
closer to the truth than I had
imagined.

Contact Scott Herhold at
sherhold@mercurynews.com or
408-275-0917.

Planning for
a ballpark?
Not so fast
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By some measures, the Valley 
Transportation Authority and Cal-
train are among the most troubled 
transit agencies in the nation. But a 
report released Wednesday by the 
Brookings Institution ranks transit 
in the South Bay as the second best 
in the U.S. at linking where people 
live with where they work.

“Ranks second?” said transit con-
sultant Tom Rubin, a longtime VTA 
critic. “How many did they rank 
— two?”

Actually, they ranked 371 transit 
operators in 100 metropolitan areas, 
and the South Bay fared better than 
every one except Honolulu.

This is the fi rst nationwide study 
of its kind on how many people live 
within three-fourths of a mile of a 
bus or train stop and can get to work 
in up to 90 minutes on public transit. 
It’s a counterintuitive finding, as you 

TRANSPORTATION

An unappreciated jewel?
SECOND IN NATION: The South Bay’s transit options rank at the top because of proximity to homes 
and offi ces, but the Valley Transportation Authority and Caltrain are still struggling to pay their bills

1. Honolulu
2. San Jose to Sunnyvale
3. Salt Lake City
4. Tucson, Ariz.
5. Fresno
6. Denver
7. Albuquerque
8. Las Vegas
9. Provo, Utah
10. Modesto
11. Ogden, Utah
12. Portland, Ore.
13. New York
14. Milwaukee
15. Madison, Wis.
16. San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont
17. Washington, D.C.
18. Seattle
19. El Paso, Texas
20. Bakersfield

By Sandeep Ravindran
sravindran@mercurynews.com

They come out under cover
of the night to suck your blood,
which they need to survive. And 
they can hide in the smallest of
cracks, making them incredibly
hard to kill.

These tiny blood-sucking para-
sites are bedbugs, and their num-
bers have increased dramatically
in Santa Clara County over the
past few years.

So far, 2011 seems to be con-
tinuing the trend, said Jose Co-
lome, vector control community
resource specialist for Santa Clara

County. And with 
most bedbug cases
between July and 
November, this 
year’s worst may
be yet to come.

“There’s defi-
nitely been quite 
a substantial in-
crease just in the
past year,” said 
Don Street, the 
president of D&J 
Pest Control in
Campbell. “Our 
cases have more

than quadrupled. A lot of apart-
ment complexes used to have 
problems only with cockroaches, 
but now it’s bedbugs, too.”

BLOODSUCKER BOOM

Bedbug reports increase
in Santa Clara County
Pest control worker says
‘cases have more than
quadrupled’ in a year By Tracey Kaplan and Mike Rosenberg

Mercury News
A severely abused 3-year-old

Campbell girl and her mother 
were found Wednesday night in 
San Jose after a brief and desper-
ate search, and authorities were 
still looking for the woman’s ex-
boyfriend, who they believe disap-
peared with them.

The mother, Jane Marin, 31, 
was arrested and will face felony 
child abuse charges, Campbell po-
lice Capt. Dave Carmichael said. 
The girl was being examined at a 
hospital after being driven there 
by a police offi cer. She was in the 
custody of police and Child Pro-
tective Services.

Carmichael said police had ear-
lier in the day obtained evidence 
that the child was the victim of se-
vere abuse. But, he said, he could 
not release any details at the time 
for fear of jeopardizing the case.

In response to a phone call 
Tuesday, Campbell police con-
ducted a welfare check at 2:30 

CAMPBELL DISAPPEARANCE

Abused toddler found; 
mother is in custody
Police are still seeking
woman’s ex-boyfriend

INSIDE
For more infor-
mation about 
bedbugs, see 
Page 4.

TOP TRANSIT SYSTEMS

LIPO CHING/MERCURY NEWS PHOTOGRAPHS

Cisco workers can take a Valley Transportation Authority train directly to the Santa Clara office — the Cisco Way station is right out front.

Despite the system’s proximity to major companies and
residents’ homes, VTA still struggles to attract ridership, as this 
lone rider at the Cisco Way station shows. The system has one of 
the nation’s lowest farebox recovery rates — the percentage of
operating costs covered by riders’ fares — at 14 percent.

By Sean Webby
swebby@mercurynews.com

Two years after a San Jose stu-
dent’s violent and secretly video-
taped arrest sparked community
outrage, Phuong Ho has reached a 
legal settlement with the city, ac-
cording to sources and an attorney 
for an officer who was fi red for his 

part in the contro-
versial bust. The 
settlement, which
one source said was 
$225,000, must still 
be approved by a 
City Council vote.

In a federal law-
suit filed last year, 
 Ho alleged the 
police violated his 
civil rights by using excessive force.

 Ho, who is here from Vietnam 
studying to be an actuary, con-

tended police had no reason to strike 
him with a metal baton more than a 
dozen times and use a Taser against 
him when they came to question him 
about an alleged threat in 2009.

He had originally sought  $6 mil-
lion in damages.

Neither City Attorney Rick 
Doyle nor Ho’s attorney Duyen Ho-
ang Nguyen would comment when 
reached Wednesday. But Terry 
Bowman, who represents fi red offi -
cer Kenneth Siegel, said: “There are
a lot of reasons why the city would 

settle a suit that has nothing to do 
with innocence or guilt.”

Bowman added: “It’s a paltry set-
tlement in light of what he sued for, 
so that tells you a lot right there.”

 This newspaper fi rst reported
the existence of the cellphone vid-
eotape of the beating, igniting com-
munity protests and helping to spur 
a series of examinations of the use 
of force by members of the depart-
ment. The murky, barely audible 

VIDEOTAPED BEATING

SJPD beating tab: $225K
City Council must OK 
settlement for student
hit by baton, shocked

Phuong Ho

See BEDBUGS, Page 4

See TRANSIT, Page 4
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In 2010 Vector Control 
received 125 calls about pos-
sible bedbug infestations,
almost double the 65 ser-
vice requests in 2009, and 
a huge increase from only 
eight in 2008, Colome said. 
About 90 percent of all ser-
vice requests are positive
for bedbugs, he said.

Although bedbugs are 
considered public health 
pests, they do not transmit 
diseases, and there are no 
mandatory reporting re-
quirements for them. As a
result, it’s diffi cult to get an 
accurate number of bedbug 
infestations, and the num-
bers available likely are 
an underestimate, Colome 
said.

The Vector Control Dis-
trict doesn’t treat bedbug
infestations but provides 
information and free traps 
to help identify whether an 
infestation is indeed caused 
by these parasites. It also 
provides referrals to pest 
control services.

Bedbug bites generally 
cause itchiness and can 
leave large itchy welts, al-
though they can also cause 
an allergic reaction in some 
people. While the response 
to the bites usually occurs 
quickly, it can take up to
two weeks.

One reason for an in-
crease in bedbug service 
requests could be increased
awareness, Colome said.
But bedbug incidents have 
increased nationwide since 
the 1990s. Experts attribute
the resurgence to greater
domestic and international 
travel, increased pesticide 
resistance among the bugs, 
and a decline in effective 
state and local pest-control 
programs.

The recession may also 
have played a role. Couch-
surfing, where people sleep 
on various friends’ sofas 
when they have no home of 
their own, and reusing dis-
carded furniture and mat-
tresses all make it easier for 
the bedbugs to get around,
Colome said. The tiny bugs 
can fit in all kinds of spaces, 
including mattresses, box 
springs, wall hangings, 
light fi xtures, electrical
outlets and baseboards.

“We’ve pulled off pic-
ture frames, and dozens 
just start to come out,” said 
Street. “They’re one of the 
most diffi cult bugs to get 
rid of. I don’t know of any 
pest control agency that 
guarantees their removal,
and follow-up treatments 
are usually necessary.”

Pest control services
have to strip the beds, take 
the bed frame apart and in-
ject insecticides into every 
crack and crevice they can 
find. It takes a lot of time
and effort, which doesn’t 
come cheap. Typical treat-
ments cost $400 to $700, 
and more expensive meth-
ods can cost up to $5,000.

Most of the service re-
quests come from private 
residences, although the 
Vector Control District 
also received 15 percent of 
calls from hotels and a few 
from homeless shelters, 
Colome said. With people 
constantly coming and go-
ing, homeless shelters are 

particularly susceptible to 
the parasites.

Fifty-six-year-old Daniel 
Miller received his fi rst bed-
bug bites a few weeks back 
at the James Boccardo Re-
ception Center, a homeless 
shelter in San Jose.

“It got so severe, I had 
bites all over,” he said.

Miller said the shelter 
called pest control and suc-
cessfully treated the prob-
lem, “but I hope they keep
tabs on it.” Bedbugs were a 
recurring problem at sev-
eral Santa Clara County 
homeless shelters, he said.

But bedbugs aren’t 
picky.

“We’ve treated homeless 
shelters, apartments and 
even million-dollar homes,” 
Street said. To transmit 
the bugs, “all it takes is one 
piece of luggage coming 
back from across the U.S. 
or the world.”

Contact Sandeep Ravindran 
at 408-271-5064.

Bedbugs 5 THINGS TO KNOW 
ABOUT BEDBUGS
1. Adult bedbugs are about 
the size of apple seeds and
can be seen with the naked
eye.
2. Bedbugs can be identified 
by their sweet, musty odor, 
and as rusty brown spots on 
furniture and mattresses.
3. A bedbug population can
increase from 40 to 3,000 
in just three months in a 70-
degree room.
4. It can take up to 14 days 
to get a reaction to a bedbug
bite.
5. If you think you have bed-
bugs, do not remove anything 
from the room before inspec-
tion or treatment.

Source: California Department of 
Public Health, Vector-Borne Disease 
Section

5 WAYS TO PREVENT 
BEDBUG INFESTATIONS
1. Don’t reuse discarded furni-
ture, especially mattresses.
2. Vacuum regularly to 
remove bedbugs and reduce
their numbers.
3. Look for tell-tale signs of
bedbugs when going to hotels
and residences.
4. Don’t leave luggage open 
on hotel beds, to prevent
transmission.
5. Eliminate clutter to make it
harder for the bugs to hide.

Source: Santa Clara County Vector 
Control District

WHOM TO CALL
To confirm whether you have
bedbugs and get a referral for 
pest-control services, contact 
Santa Clara County Vector
Control at 408-918-4770 or
www.sccvector.org.

might think larger, older 
Eastern cities have the most 
residents who are within
walking distance of a quick
bus or train ride to their place
of employment.

The West makes a strong
showing in the report, with
15 of the top 20 agencies, in-
cluding the San Francisco-
Oakland-Fremont corridor
at No. 16. Denver, Las Vegas 
and even Modesto and Ba-
kersfield all made the top 20, 
with Los Angeles and San Di-
ego just missing at No. 24 and
No. 25.

“This isn’t about how well
the system performs, but 
what they are capable of,” 
said Alan Berube, one of the 
study’s authors. “It may be
surprising to many people.”

That it is, especially the 
lofty spot held by the VTA
and Caltrain.

Rubin called the ranking
“incomprehensible,” saying,
“I believe anyone who has 
studied the subject would
have great problems figuring
out how such a result could 
be achieved.”

In the San Jose area, 96 
percent of workers live near 
a transit stop, compared with
the national average of 69
percent. And 58 percent of all 
jobs are reachable within 90
minutes, compared with 30
percent across the country.
In the San Francisco-Oak-
land-Fremont area, it’s 92
percent and 35 percent.

By comparison, the fi gures
for the New York-to-Long Is-
land area are 90 percent and 
37 percent.

The West’s dominance
reflects the changing Ameri-
can commute, Berube said.
Where once the vast majority

of workers lived either in a big
city or close by in the suburbs 
and worked downtown, 39
percent now commute from 
one suburb to another.

Older transit systems in 
Boston and Chicago built be-
fore World War I resemble a 
bicycle spoke, with train lines 
feeding into the center of
their downtowns, while more 
people are working elsewhere 
today.

But in the West, transit
lines were often started in the 
1960s and were designed to 
deal with the exodus to outly-
ing cities like Campbell and 
Mountain View in the South
Bay, and Livermore and Wal-
nut Creek in the East Bay.

“Geography is also a key,” 
Berube said. “In the West,
you have mountains. Like on
the 101 and 280 corridor in
the San Jose-to-San Fran-
cisco area. People are more 
limited as to where they can
live than in the South, where
farmland rolls on forever.”

Plus, states like California
have approved global emis-
sion standards that put an 
emphasis on getting people 
out of their cars. That’s why 
development is focused on 
the light-rail line along First 
Street and Tasman Drive in 
North San Jose, and in Penin-
sula cities like San Carlos and 
San Mateo along the Caltrain 
tracks.

“The report focused on the 
availability of transit, work-
ing-age population and total 
jobs,” VTA General Manager
Michael Burns said. “I’m not 
surprised that we fare well 
when these are the inputs.
Our area has a large number 
of working-age folks and our 
primary market is travel to 
work.”

That is why Lisa Bonetti 
takes the 101 express bus up 
to four times a week from 
her home in Sunnyvale to 
Palo Alto, where she works at 
Communications and Power 
Industries as an engineering 

manager.
“I take the bus for reasons 

of economy, effi ciency,” she 
said. “I can read and answer 
emails on my smartphone 
and it makes me feel like I’m 
contributing in a small way to
improving the Bay Area air 
quality.”

Yet the VTA has one of the 
nation’s lowest farebox re-
covery rates, the percentage 
of operating costs covered by 
fares, at 14 percent. While it 
has balanced its budget and 
been able to hold fares at cur-
rent rates and avoid service 
cuts, attracting more riders 
has been difficult.

And Caltrain was rescued
from near-fi nancial collapse 
last month, when it faced a 
$30 million deficit.

Now the challenge for 
both is to attract enough rid-
ers to live up to their Brook-
ings ranking.

Contact Gary Richards at
408-920-5335.

Transit

LIPO CHING/MERCURY NEWS

Proximity to residents’ homes and offices helped VTA rank high in a study. “This isn’t
about how well the system performs, but what they are capable of,” a study author said.

p.m. at an apartment at 1300
Pollard Road, only to fi nd
that no one was home. The

search for Marin, the girl and 
the mother’s ex-boyfriend, 
George Rodriguez, began
immediately.
Shortly after 8 p.m., officers 
found Marin and her daugh-
ter in the parking lot of the
shopping center at Santa

Teresa Boulevard and Ber-
nal Road in South San Jose, 
Carmichael said.

“It is absolutely a relief 
to know that she’s safe, and 
nobody was going to rest 
until we made sure that hap-
pened,” Carmichael said.

Officers were still looking
for Rodriguez as of Wednes-
day night and believe he is 
likely in San Jose. 

Anyone with information
is asked to call the police im-
mediately at 408-866-2101.

Search

smartphone video was ac-
quired and put online by
this newspaper. For some, it
became a symbol of a police
department already under 
heavy fire for allegations of
racial profiling and overag-
gressive policing of low-level 
crimes.

Ho’s lawsuit alleged that 
former Chief Rob Davis and 
the city established an en-
vironment in which officers
“routinely” generate “false
charges to cover up the use of
excessive force.”

Ho had alleged that the of-
ficers violently overreacted 
on Sept. 3, 2009, when they
were called after he picked
up a knife and said some-
thing threatening to a room-
mate who had put soap on his 

steak.
Captured on cellphone by 

another roommate, the video 
shows an unarmed Ho seem-
ingly cowering on the fl oor as
Siegel strikes him repeatedly 
with a retractable baton and 
another offi cer zaps him with 
a stun gun.

Ho was charged with re-
sisting arrest and brandish-
ing a weapon.

The District Attorney’s Of-
fice dropped criminal charges

against Ho and, after an ex-
tensive investigation, declined
to indict the officers.

Late last year, the city
fired Siegel. Bowman said the 
officer was seeking to get his 
job back through arbitration.

“I have every reason to be-
lieve that this miscarriage of 
justice would be corrected,”
Bowman said.

Contact Sean Webby at 
408-920-5003.

Settlement

By J.M. Brown
Santa Cruz Sentinel

Two months to the day af-
ter a tsunami ripped through 
the Santa Cruz harbor, dam-
aging docks and sinking 10 
boats, the U.S. Department 
of Labor announced Wednes-
day that it has awarded Santa
Cruz and Del Norte counties 
nearly $6.5 million in grants 
to hire temporary recovery
workers.

David Lundberg, director
of the Workforce Investment 
Board of Santa Cruz County, 

which applied for $1.4 mil-
lion in National Emergency 
Grant labor funds, said it was 
not immediately clear how 
much money each county will 
receive. He said his agency
will work with the Santa
Cruz Port District and other
organizations to determine 
how best to use the funds, but 
said general requirements at-
tached to the funding include
making temporary hires to 
assist with cleanup and re-
pair efforts.

“There is 14 percent unem-

ployment in this county. We 
think there will be people, es-
pecially older youth 18-24, who 
would be interested in these 
work crews,” Lundberg said.

The funding is separate 
from the much larger federal 
disaster assistance requested 
by the Port District to cover 
an estimated $28.5 million in 
damage to public infrastruc-
ture at Santa Cruz Small 
Craft Harbor. Crescent City’s 
harbor in Del Norte County 
sustained about $20 million
in damage from the March 11 

tsunami that was triggered 
by a 9.0 earthquake off the 
coast of Japan.

As pile-driving work be-
gan Monday, Harbormaster 
Chuck Izenstark said the pace 
of recovery is slow but deter-
mined. Offi cials with the state 
and federal emergency man-
agement agencies have been 
working at the harbor this 
week to document expenses 
eligible for reimbursement, 
but the harbor is drawing on 
reserves in the meantime to 
cover repairs.

Grants to fund work at Santa Cruz harbor
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