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Twenty-six
seconds till
impact …
Of all the fatal collisions
I’ve covered, none haunts me
more than the accident on the
Caltrain tracks in Palo Alto that
took the life of Judith Goldblatt.
The blotter version would go
this way: At 5 p.m. on Friday,
April 15, a Caltrain locomotive traveling at 79 mph hits
an eastbound Nissan Altima,
stalled for unknown reasons on
the track at Charleston Road
and Alma
Street. Husband escapes.
Wife is killed.
The haunting part lasts
26 seconds.
SCOTT HERHOLD Twenty-six
seconds
COLUMNIST
between the
moment the bells start ringing
to the time the train arrives.
A half-minute to decide. A
half-minute to impact. A halfminute you’d
like back to
redeem the life
of the Indianapolis woman
driving the car.
Like Jake
Gyllenhaal
in the movie
“Source Code,”
Judith
I crave those
Goldblatt
seconds to pull
her from the
car, push it
off the tracks,
scream for
help. Anything.
On Alma,
one car back
from the
intersection
in the southLawrence
bound lanes,
Goldblatt
Robert Monroe
watched it
unfold. He says the Nissan just
sat there. At the last moment,
the husband jumped out and
the locomotive struck the right
rear side of the car.
“I guess I’m a little ticked
off at myself,” Monroe told
me. “Why wasn’t I on the horn
honking at her? Why wasn’t I
outside, yelling at her? It was
like it was in slow motion.”
Caltrain officials say the
accident is still under investigation, though Monroe says the
Nissan had a green light and
the car in front of the Goldblatts had cleared the intersection before the collision.
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Fired doctor fights back
In letter to DA, lawyer for pediatrician accused of molestation labels police work shoddy
By Karen de Sá and Sean Webby
Mercury News

As new details emerge of
the accusations that led Santa
Clara County to fire its longtime chief pediatrician for children in foster care, the doctor’s
attorney is firing back at prosecutors who spread word of
sexual molestation allegations
against the doctor but never
charged him with a crime.

In a letter to the District Attorney’s Office sent last week,
Donald Kelly, lawyer for the
embattled Dr. Patrick Clyne,
complained that a 2009-10 investigation was so shoddy the
detective on the case did not
even know his client uses a
wheelchair.
“All Dr. Clyne has ever
asked for is to be told what he
is being accused of so he could

respond to the allegations, but
no one will tell him or me for
that matter,” Kelly wrote. “To
date, no one has ever asked Dr.
Clyne if any of the allegations
are true.”
Clyne maintains he has
never harmed a child in his
care.
Clyne, 49, was fired by the
county in mid-March after
prosecutors placed him on a

secret list of tainted expert witnesses whose credibility could
be challenged in court cases
because of misconduct. As described in an April 10 article in
this newspaper, Clyne had been
investigated by police twice in
a decade — in 2001 and again
last year — for separate sets of
child molestation allegations.
See DOCTOR, Page 6

Clyne

County
pediatrician
known for work
with foster kids.

A MOVABLE FEAST

EARTH DAY CHALLENGE

Cloth diapers: Times,
they are a-changin’

PATRICK TEHAN/MERCURY NEWS

Kaylah Ooka, 4, picks some
unusual fruit Saturday as
children hunt for Easter eggs.

Easter feel
late? Credit
lunisolar
calendar
By Tracy Seipel

tseipel@mercurynews.com

Easter is today. And if it
seemed like a long time coming
this year, you’re right.
April 24 is the latest date
the sacred Christian holiday
has been celebrated since 1943,
when it fell on April 25.
At an Easter egg hunt Saturday at the Historic Orchard at
Guadalupe River Park and Gardens, some South Bay parents
said they noticed the delay this
year because their children’s
school holiday didn’t coincide
with Easter, as it normally does.
Others said they’d wondered
because Easter, which celebrates the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, usually occurs before
Earth Day, celebrated internationally on April 22.
Jack Hamilton of Los Altos
said he had to explain the delay
to his 7-year-old daughter, Sa-

The baby bullet

I take that same northbound
baby-bullet train — number
369 — every Tuesday to visit
my mother in Palo Alto. At
Charleston, the train hums before it begins the long slowing
into the Palo Alto station.
The site of the fatal accident
is six blocks from the home
where my parents lived for two
decades. I know that crossing. I
know it’s no place to linger.
Yet I wonder whether a
couple from Indiana would understand that innately. It’s hard
to predict how we’d react if a
train came bearing down on us.
Was she confused by the gates
going down behind her?
The cruel irony of the crash
is that Judith Goldblatt, 65, was
the one who organized life for
her husband, Lawrence, the
emeritus dean of the Indiana
University School of Dentistry.
It was a second marriage for
both of them, one they celebrated with a 25th anniversary
last August. By the account
of friends, the two Goldblatts
were inseparable: On a yearlong leave, they were visiting
Judith’s sister on the Peninsula.
“She was his rock,” said
Susan Zunt, a colleague of
Lawrence Goldblatt at the
dental school. “She would call
him during the day, and he
always took the calls and never
grumbled.”
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See EASTER, Page 4
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Advocates seek to set world record for simultaneous
changings in quest to rid the world of disposables
and kids got down to business. ClothIt all started with Campbell resident ONLINE
diaper enthusiasts hope the event will
Judy Aagard’s desire to change the
For complete covworld — or the world’s babies, at least erage of this Earth help prove that cloth diapers are a real
Day event, visit
option for today’s families.
— one cloth diaper at a time.
http://greatclothAbove, Liam Buckley, 3 months,
So as owner of the Tiny Tots
diaperchange.com.
left, and his twin brother, Arlo, look
diaper service, she launched the Great
spiffy in their Sharks outfits after being
Cloth Diaper Change, an attempt
diapered by their parents, Terry and Rhiannon
to set a Guinness World Record for the most
Buckley of San Jose. Sixty babies were diapered
simultaneous cloth-diaper changings.
by their parents at the Campbell Community
Official counters were on hand Saturday at
Center in Campbell on Saturday. Below, parents
Campbell Community Center and more than
400 other locations around the globe as parents hold up diapers as they await the signal to begin.

PUBLIC HEALTH

County
struggles to
bring down
high TB rate
By Sandeep Ravindran

sravindran@mercurynews.com

Judith, a breast cancer survivor, knew how to put people
at ease: She was a superb
conversationalist, gifted at
remembering people’s names
and interests.
The Goldblatts kept a
kosher home. And Judith was
deeply involved in progressive
causes, working with a group
called Greater Indianapolis for
Change, a grass-roots movement that registered poor
voters and backed President

People think they just have
a bad cold, until it refuses to go
away.
Often, they have tuberculosis,
a curable disease that nevertheless has proved extremely difficult to eradicate, particularly in
Santa Clara County.
“The TB case rate in the
Santa Clara-San Jose-Sunnyvale
area is routinely, if not the highest, at least in the top three in
the U.S. every year,” said Julie
Higashi, deputy health officer for
Santa Clara County.
And while TB cases have
been decreasing in other parts of
California and the United States,
Santa Clara County’s rate has
remained nearly the same for the
past three years.
With a troubled economy and
cuts to public health, officials say
eradicating TB may get even
tougher.
“California’s financial situation could affect TB control programs, which would be unfortunate,” said Lee Riley, a professor
of Epidemiology and Infectious
Diseases at UC Berkeley’s School

See HERHOLD, Page 6

See TB, Page 6
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TB
Continued from Page 1
of Public Health.
Cutbacks to New York
City’s TB programs led to
an explosion in TB cases in
the 1990s, he said. TB cases
increased from fewer than
1,500 cases in 1980 to a peak
of 3,700 in 1992, according to
figures from the New York
City Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene. By 1995,
the epidemic had cost the city
more than $1 billion.
“It ultimately cost them a
lot more money,” Riley said.
“California should be made
aware of that.”
Although the disease can
be cured, the treatment is long
andexpensive.LatentTBinfections cost the county roughly
$250 to $300 per patient, while
the active, contagious form can
cost from $10,000 to more than
$30,000, Higashi said. Patients
need to take several pills a day
for six to 12 months to get rid of
the disease.
Incomplete treatment not
only fails to cure TB but can
cause the bacteria to become
drug-resistant. And each
drug-resistant case costs
hundreds of thousands of dollars to treat.
The county “plays an extremely important role in
managing patients,” said
Alex Studemeister, an infectious diseases specialist with
the San Jose Medical Group.
Each case is monitored
by an assigned public health
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nurse. These nurses are essential to making sure patients complete their treatment regimen, he said. “It’s
not just a condition where
you take pills, go home and
you’re well,” he said.
Budget cuts have meant
fewer county public health
nurses, but the county says
it’s coping. The county now
has a specialized team of
nurses that work only on TB,
Higashi said.
“We struggle with resources, but we’re continually trying to find ways to
meet those needs for public
safety,” Higashi said. That’s
particularly important in the
Bay Area, with its high rate of
TB cases.
One reason why the
Bay Area has such high TB
rates is “because we’re so
international,” said Masae
Kawamura, director of San
Francisco Public Health TB
Control. More than a third
of Santa Clara County’s residents are foreign-born, and
they contributed 90 percent
of active TB cases in 2010,
according to county statistics. People catch the disease when visiting countries
where it is endemic, or may
have been infected before
they came to the U.S. Seventy
percent have lived in the U.S.
for more than five years when
they fall sick with TB.
The TB bacteria can infect
a person decades earlier, and
“can stay living in your body
as a time-bomb,” Kawamura
said. “You never know if it’s
gonna wake up or not, or

Doctor

foster son. That case was
taken to a grand jury, but
Clyne was not indicted. The
Continued from Page 1
second investigation involved
patients at both the county’s
Since that initial article, Children’s Intake and Receivnew details have emerged.
ing Center and the nonprofit
Clyne’s dismissal was trig- service provider EMQ Famigered by a March 1 letter from liesFirst. Again no charges
sex-crimes unit supervisor were filed. In all, the sources
Steven Fein of the District At- say, there are five to 10 sepatorney’s Office to Clyne’s for- rate allegations.
mer boss at the Santa Clara
The District Attorney’s
Valley Medical Center. Fein Office has recently begun an
wrote that a committee of examination of past cases in
prosecutors “feels that there which Clyne provided court
is substantial evidence that testimony. To date, the DA
Dr. Clyne committed mul- has decided to provide retiple crimes involving moral dacted police reports that
turpitude, specifically sexual detail the molestation alleassault.” Referencing the two gations against Clyne to the
police investigations, the let- lawyers for defendants in 14
ter says the District Attor- cases in which the pediatriney’s Office would be legally cian was listed as a witness.
compelled to provide informa- The reports have already
tion about allegations against been sent to the Public DeClyne to defense attorneys, fender’s Office and are in the
were he called to testify in process of being sent to seven
court, as he had occasionally private attorneys.
throughout his 16Clyne’s attoryear career.
ney
expressed
“To date, no
In an interview
anger about the
last week, Fein de- one has ever
way the district
clined to provide asked Dr. Clyne attorney’s action
more information,
has upended life
and he said he if any of the
for the longtime
would not provide
county pediatriallegations
are
police
reports
cian, who, he said,
of the investiga- true.”
isnowbeing“pubtions to Clyne’s
licly ridiculed.”
attorney because — Donald Kelly, lawyer
In his April 20
for the embattled letter, Kelly comno charges were
Dr. Patrick Clyne plained
filed. Fein noted
about
that Clyne had
Clyne’s
treatdeclined to answer questions ment by “government invesfrom police during the sec- tigators.” Of particular conond investigation, but said his cern, he wrote, was the lead
office remains interested in investigating officer for San
talking to him.
Jose police — after being in“Dr. Clyne is welcome to formed Clyne was paralyzed
make a statement,” Fein said. from the bellybutton down —
“We would be happy to take “flippantly remarked, ‘What
it at any time, if that’s what difference does that make?’ ”
he would like to do.”
Kelly also complained that
The controversy over police reports are being proClyne’s dismissal has gener- vided to multiple defense atated hard questions. His sup- torneys but not to Clyne.
porters believe that a capable
The San Jose police deand committed physician clined to comment about Kelwidely known as “The Good ly’s characterization of their
Doctor” was brought low by investigation.
false accusations. But some
Kelly said he believes there
insiders are raising concerns is little hard evidence against
about whether county officials his client.
properly handled the allega“It doesn’t mean you have
tions against Clyne. In partic- objective evidence; it doesn’t
ular, after each investigation, mean you have a videotape
Clyne was returned to his or fingerprints or any set of
county post with no restric- forensics,” Kelly said. “Is it
tions. Not until a few days be- because an emotionally disfore his dismissal was a chap- turbed child said so, or is it beeron regularly provided when cause they’ve got DNA where
he examined children.
it’s not supposed to be?”
According to sources close
to the police investigations, Contact Karen de Sá at
the allegations against Clyne kdesa@mercurynews.com or
began with his own one-time 408-920-5781.

Herhold

confused by the gates going
down behind her?
One idea — and I think
Continued from Page 1
it’s a good one — is to move
the traffic light farther west,
across the railroad tracks, to
Barack Obama’s election in
prevent cars on Charleston
2008.
from stalling on the tracks
When the couple travwhen trains are coming.
eled, it was Judith — the
In Palo Alto, we assume
meticulous, organized one
— who generally drove. “She everyone knows how to
navigate the Caltrain crosswas always so alert of her
surroundings,” a friend, John ings. The truth is we bear
some culpability for the
Lilienkamp, told the Palo
crash. Twenty-six seconds. It
Alto Daily News. “We’re all
sounds like a lot. This time, it
just so shocked.”
Did her car stall? Did she wasn’t nearly enough.
have trouble opening the
Contact Scott Herhold at
door or unlatching the seat
sherhold@mercurynews.com
belt? Did her chronic back
problems delay her? Was she or 408-275-0917.
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when it’s gonna wake up.”
That why controlling TB
means going beyond just people with the active disease.
“Screening would make a
difference in identifying and
treating the people who have
latent TB,” Riley said. “But it
takes a lot of effort and manpower.”
The county requires every
new and transfer school student to be tested for TB. To
add to the costs, the public
health department also has
to track down and test every
person with whom a TB patient came in contact.
“It’s intense, but you
can’t scrimp on any of it,”
Kawamura said. Otherwise,
the disease is transmitted in
the community, she said.
Buoyed by a decrease in
San Francisco’s TB cases,
which fell below 100 for the
first time in 2010, Kawamura
is confident that rates will go
down. New diagnostic technologies should help. These
include a blood test that is
more accurate than the traditional skin test, and a new
sputum test that can identify the TB bacterium within
hours rather than two to three
weeks, she said. Kawamura
said she also hoped for new
and better drugs with a
shorter treatment regimen.
Until that time, treating
TB is going to be costly and a
lot of work, she said.
“I don’t think I’ll ever be
out of a job,” Kawamura said,
“but we’re trying really hard
to achieve that.”

SANTA CRUZ

Surfer’s shooting death is
still unsolved a year later
Family continues
to mourn as police
seek higher reward
By Stephen Baxter
Santa Cruz Sentinel

The wooden sign in Carl
Reimer’s memory hangs
at the top of the steps at
Steamer Lane.
His ashes have been
spread at Mitchell’s Cove,
and today — a year after
the 19-year-old surfer was
killed in a shooting at a
park — his friends, family
and police are still hopeful
for a resolution in his unsolved murder.
Police have made no arrests. They said last week
they are trying to secure
state money to raise a
reward from $5,000 to
$50,000 for information
leading to an arrest. Deputy Chief Steve Clark said
detectives continue to assess evidence and follow
leads from people close to
the slaying.
Some of Carl’s friends
and family said they fear
the gunman will never be
apprehended. That includes
Carl’s father, Joe Reimer.
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Pictures of Carl Reimer were part of a memorial in the
park where the surfer was shot and killed one year ago.
“I miss the hell out of
him every day,” Joe Reimer
said. “He was a great kid.
We had some wonderful
times.”
A 51-year-old contractor,
he lived with his son on the
west side of Santa Cruz at
the time of his death. Carl’s
parents divorced when he
was 3 years old, and Carl
graduated from Santa Cruz
High School in 2009. He
worked at Shoreline Surf
Shop near the wharf.
Joe Reimer said his son
was dedicated to surfing

and riding dirt bikes. Carl’s
friends said that on the day
of his death he was “glowing” from having landed a
tricky surfing maneuver —
a backside 360 aerial — for
the first time.
“He was friends with everybody. He was the class
clown,” said Carl’s mother,
JoAnn. “Carl wasn’t just
my son, he was everybody’s
son. There were 800 people
at the service at the Cocoanut Grove and there’s
a reason for that. He was a
special kid.”

Kitchen Bath & Beyond Remodeling Inc.

5,900

$
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