
Everyone who knows Jack 
Daley in Gilroy thinks of him as
the kind of person you’d want
your kid to be. The 53-year-old 

coach and
teacher is
known as a
fair, efficient
guy who treats
everyone with
respect.

So when
Daley was
removed last

month from his post as athletic
director at Gilroy High School
after a track coach was involved
in a drunken driving accident, it
was no surprise that the firing
became a cause celebre in this
city.

Back in April, a one-time
Olympic gold medal winner
named Alvin Harrison, whom
Daley had hired as a part-time
coach, was driving a district-
rented van when he slammed
into another vehicle on a South-
ern California freeway.

That was bad enough. But
the crash injured two people.
Harrison’s blood alcohol level
was 0.16, twice the legal limit.
Harrison had driven athletes to 
an Arcadia meet with a sus-
pended license.

No students were in the van
at the time of the crash. But
Harrison received 180 days
in jail. And the Gilroy Unified 
School District faces costly legal 
claims.

His friends believe that Jack
Daley — Willow Glen native,
Gilroy church elder — has
become the scapegoat, and I’m

persuaded they
have a point.
While he is still
employed as a
teacher, he’s no
longer the A.D.

You can say
Daley should
have seen
trouble coming
with Harrison,
who lost an
Olympic gold
medal after be-
ing investigated

for drug use.

Redemption
Daley’s problem might have

been a belief in redemption.
When he hired the 37-year-
old coach, Daley said he was
convinced Harrison had learned
from the past. The athletic
director rented the minivan that
Harrison drove south.

Daley’s lawyer, Joseph Cisne-
ros, has suggested the district’s
human resources department
should have checked Harrison’s
background more thoroughly.

He says the track coach
showed personnel folks a Cali-
fornia ID rather than a driver’s
license.

But even if you insist Daley
made an error of omission — I’m
convinced it was a systemic
failure — you cannot say that he 
knew Harrison was driving with
a suspended license. That much 
was not in Jack Daley.

Last Thursday evening,
I drove down to Gilroy for a
protest. About 30 protesters 
marched around district head-
quarters holding signs saying,
“Bring Jack Back.’’

An icon
“Jack Daley is like an icon in

this community,’’ Steve Brink-
man, a former assistant super-
intendent, told me. “I’ve never
seen anything that has made
people this mad.’’

The school district has de-
clined to release a report it com-
missioned on the affair, invoking
the usual mantras of personnel
and lawsuits.

That explanation simply isn’t
good enough. It’s not just one
man’s career at stake — it’s the
message we give to kids: Do we
blame a man who offers another
a second chance?

The Brown Act, a famous
law that seeks to ensure open
government and meetings, says,
“The people do not yield their
sovereignty to the bodies that
serve them.’’

People should understand
those words for the political
command that they are. In
Gilroy, plenty of folks are ready
to put their signature to a docu-
ment aimed at changing Jack
Daley’s plight.

Contact Scott Herhold at
sherhold@mercurynews.com or
408-275-0917.

Don’t make
Gilroy icon
the fall guy
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San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed,
who planned to seek the City Coun-
cil’s blessing Friday to declare 
a fiscal emergency and agree on 
language for a fall ballot measure
aimed at fi scal and pension re-
forms, announced Monday that he 
is delaying action on both until at 
least early August.

He also said he will hold off on a 

ballot election until at least March 
2012.

The mayor’s decision came af-
ter the city’s police and fi refi ghter
unions on Monday agreed to a 
framework for negotiations through 
Oct. 31 on retirement reform and re-
lated ballot measures.

Three other unions, representing 
the city’s architects and engineers, 
midlevel managers and mainte-
nance supervisors, had agreed to 

similar conditions on Friday.
In an effort to prevent balancing 

future budgets with more layoffs 
and cuts to city services — which 
he blames on rising pension costs 
— Reed in May unoffi cially declared 
what is believed to be the city’s fi rst 
fiscal state of emergency and said 
he would take his case to the voters 
in November.

The move underscored the two-
term mayor’s growing frustration 
with the resistance of some unions 
to pension changes for current and 
future employees. Reed wants to 
raise retirement ages and slash 

benefits.
Reed on Monday dismissed any 

notion that he was backing down 
under pressure from the unions,
six more of which he hopes will 
make similar pledges to negotiate in 
good faith on those issues by the fall 
deadline.

“I have a lot of concern about the 
timing of all of this,’’ Reed said. “But 
it’s important to get people to sign 
on to the ground rules on the tim-
ing so we can take action before the 
next budget cycle.”

Reed delays ballot issue
SAN JOSE FISCAL CRISIS

Mayor will hold off asking council to declare state
of emergency and pursue pension reform measure

By Ellen Huet 
ehuet@mercurynews.com

Those who complained about 
the cold spring can relax now: The 
first heat wave of the year will con-
tinue.

Just in time for the start of sum-
mer on Tuesday, the forecast calls 
for hotter-than-average tempera-
tures, with cooler weather return-

ing Thursday.
“The next couple days will be 

sunny, with well-above-normal
highs, reaching into the mid- and 
upper 90s inland,” said Bob Benja-
min, a forecaster with the National 
Weather Service. 

A high-pressure system over the 
area will maintain high tempera-
tures. Although  no records were 

broken Monday, it was the hottest 
day of the year throughout most of 
the Bay Area, with San Jose reach-
ing 96 degrees. Tuesday, tempera-
tures are expected to hit 93 in San 
Jose, 96 in Morgan Hill and 85 at 
San Francisco International Air-
port.

Benjamin said  temperatures
could return to more  typical num-
bers by Thursday.

But in the Sierra Nevada, these 

Plunging into summer

Finally, a little heat: It’ll stay hot today before 
it starts cooling down toward the end of the week

By Sandeep Ravindran
sravindran@mercurynews.com

If Meghan Bowler needs to take a 
closer look at the cadaver in front of 
her, she just slides her fi nger across 
to slice it open.

The cadaver is actually a  three-
dimensional anatomical model on a
virtual dissection table that Bowler

and her Stanford classmates were 
the first to test this spring quarter.

“While it’s not the real thing, it’s 
about as close as you can get,” she 
said.

The table features life-size mod-
els of the human body that can be 
manipulated using a touch-screen 
interface.

Students can zoom in on or rotate 
different structures and remove in-
dividual organs. And the table can 

Virtual dissection table
gets classroom test run

NEW TEACHING TOOL

Stanford students work
on system, which offers
3-D images of the body

KAREN T. BORCHERS/STAFF

Joey Tran, 20, of San Jose, takes the cool way out Monday at Raging Waters in San Jose. Tuesday, the
first day of summer, will be almost as hot, with a predicted high of 93 in San Jose.    

By Mark Gomez
and Maria J. Ávila López

Mercury News
As the newly 

appointed consul 
general of Mexico 
to San Jose, Car-
los Ponce Marti-
nez’s fi rst major 
event hit an em-
barrassing snag.

During a key-
note speech June 
12 by Mexican 
President Fe-
lipe Calderon at 
Stanford’s gradu-
ation ceremony, a 
small plane fl ew
overhead pulling a banner pro-
testing his use of the military
in the war against drug cartels, 
which  it claimed has resulted in 
40,000 deaths.

Martinez thought the air space 
above Stanford was restricted 
for Calderon’s appearance — a 
customary precaution in Mexico 
for visits by heads of state  but
not routine in the U.S.

“It was a very good fi rst expe-
rience to  learn from ,” said Marti-
nez, who made security arrange-
ments with the U.S. and Mexican 
secret service.

Martinez recounted the in-
cident Monday morning during 
a news conference to introduce 
him, although he offi cially as-
sumed his new job on June 3.

As the Mexican government’s 
top area diplomat , the 45-year-
old Martinez is responsible for 
665,098 Mexican  nationals, Mex-
ican-Americans, and those who 
seek  services from the Mexican 
government in Santa Clara, San 
Benito, Santa Cruz  and Mon-
terey counties.

Before coming to San Jose, 
Martinez, a native of the central
Mexican state of Puebla,  was the 
director of Mexico’s federal envi-
ronmental protection agency.

Martinez said he has “huge 
shoes to fi ll.” His predecessor, 
 David Figueroa Ortega, built a 
reputation as a down-to-earth yet 

Mexican
diplomat
to follow
footsteps

CONSUL GENERAL

Martinez admires 
work done by popular
predecessor Ortega

Martinez
Mexico’s
new consul 
general to
San Jose

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN

Sakti Srivastava, center, chief of clinical anatomy at the Stanford 
University School of Medicine, observes as student Meghan Bowler, 
a junior, tries her hand with the virtual dissection table during class.

Daley
Fired as
Gilroy High
athletic
director
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Reed noted that he now 
has until early December 
to place a measure on the 
March ballot. A November 
election would have re-
quired the City Council to 
prepare a ballot measure by 
early August.

Ben Field, the South Bay 
Labor Council’s chief of 
staff, offered Reed a back-
handed compliment for his 
change of heart.

“It’sgood that Mayor Reed 
is having second thoughts 
about whether there is a state 
of emergency and whether to 
undermine the right of collec-
tive bargaining,’’ Field wrote 
in an email. “Resolving labor 
issues at the bargaining table 
holds the most promise for 
saving city services with the 
least risk to the taxpayers of 
San Jose.”

Sgt. Jim Unland, vice 
president of the police union, 
also was relieved with Reed’s
decision to delay a ballot 
measure.

“We have been on record 
for a long time now that
we’ve got to do something 
about the rising pension 
costs,” Unland said. “But 
if they wanted to do some-
thing in November with our 
cooperation, we would have 
had to have had something
in place by August, and
there is no way. It’s just too 
complicated.”

Said Robert Sapien, 
president of the San Jose 
firefighters’ union: “I’m hop-
ing this is not a delay but in 
fact a faster way to come to 
a better solution.”

From his perspective, 
the unfunded pension li-
ability issue has been used
“as a political fulcrum to sell 
anti-labor ballot measures, 
reduced staffi ng levels and 
reduced employee salaries,’’ 
he said. “I’m hopeful we are 
now serious about coming to 
the bargaining table in good 
faith to fi nd legal and effec-
tive cost savings reforms.”

Despite calling off the fall 
ballot measure, Reed said 
the city staff will proceed to 
work on the ballot language 

and background about the 
city’s fiscal emergency be-
tween now and Aug. 2, the 
first council meeting after 
the new fi scal year that be-
gins July 1. He said the draft 
ballot language would be 
available “well before” Aug.
2 so that the unions and city 
staff can debate that lan-
guage in their negotiations.

“The problem is still there 
and it’s getting worse, not 
better,” Reed said of the city’s 
financial future. “But we have 
a little time and we will use it
productively with our unions. 
Ultimately, we have to solve
the problem, and it is not go-
ing to go away.”

On Tuesday, the council
is expected to take a fi nal 
vote on next year’s budget. 
To balance the $954 million 
general fund budget, which 
has a $115 million shortfall,
an estimated 500 city posi-
tions are being cut, includ-
ing 100 cops being laid off.

Ten-percent pay cuts 
from police and other city 
employees helped ease the 
layoff toll. Many city ser-
vices also are being cur-
tailed. Branch libraries, now 
open 4½ days a week, will 
lose half a day of operation,
while community centers 
will see weekly hours cut 
from 63 to 59 a week.

City officials are expect-
ing more of the same in fi scal
year 2012-13, with a projected 
general fund budget defi cit 
of at least $80 million.

A special council meeting 
that had been scheduled for 
Friday to discuss pension 
reform and the ballot mea-
sure language will still take 
place — and will be focused
on related subjects.

They include a discus-
sion on a report analyzing 
the costs of other proposed 
changes in pensions for ex-
isting employees; an update 
on negotiations with unions 
about combining their meet-
ings with the city on both 
the proposed ballot measure 
and pension reform; and the 
scope and timing of polling 
to test voter support for 
more taxes if fi scal reforms 
are made.

Contact Tracy Seipel
at 408-275-0140.

Unions
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high temperatures mean that
this year’s record snowpack 
— built up from continued
snowfall in winter and a cold 
spring — could melt quickly,
potentially causing flooding
down through the Central 
Valley.

“The timing of the melt 
is late,” said Randall Oster-
huber, a researcher at UC
Berkeley’s Central Sierra
Snow Lab. “Because we had a
delayed flow, it may peak now 
or in the next couple weeks, 
when usually it peaks in late 
May. But every year is differ-
ent.”

“The peaks in water flow 
will probably be this week,”
said Jon Ericson, hydrology 
branch chief with the Depart-
ment of Water Resources,
who added that the depart-
ment is coordinating with
reservoir managers to ensure

enough space for increased
water flow.

Higher flow may affect
summer vacation plans, as
early summer is popular for
rafting and camping. Over
the past week, Yosemite Na-
tional Park has been seeing
some water spill over into 
trails near rivers and some

flooding in meadows as river 
levels reach around 11 feet, 
according to park spokes-
woman Kari Cobb. No camp-
grounds have been closed, 
and as part of the yearly 
procedure, 30 to 40 camping 
sites have been kept empty so 
they can’t be reserved during 
high-water time.

A rise in local tempera-
tures prompted the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management Dis-
trict  to issue a Spare the Air 
health alert for Tuesday, the 
first alert of 2011.

People with respiratory
conditions, elderly people 
and children are advised to 
either stay inside or reduce 
their time outdoors during
the hottest part of the day.

“When we have really 
high temperatures and light 
winds, pollution mostly from 
cars builds up to smog,” said 
BAAQMD spokeswoman
Kristine Roselius. “The pollu-
tion is already there, and the 
heat cooks it up.”

Anyone who plans to be 
outdoors should also make 
sure to wear light-colored
clothing,  drink plenty of wa-
ter and use  sunscreen.  Chil-
dren or pets  should never be 
left  in the back seat of parked 
cars  on hot days.

 Contact Ellen Huet 
at 408-920-5852.

Heat
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Nine-year-old Armando Cole Jr., of Oakland, cools off in the activity pool at Raging Waters in San Jose. Temperatures
on Tuesday are expected to reach 93 in San Jose and 96 in Morgan Hill.

Jessica Ramos, 25, of Redwood City, and her son, Cesar 
Fernandez, 2, float in a raft Monday at Raging Waters. 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District officials have
issued the year’s first Spare the Air alert for Tuesday.

also use real data from MRI
and CT scans of patients.

“You can see really specifi-
cally how certain organs con-
nect, which can be really hard
to see in a cadaver,” Bowler
said. “It’s very intuitive.”

The table was built by
San Jose-based Anatomage, 
which loaned the system to
Stanford to test in an under-
graduate anatomy course for
bioengineers.

“When I first saw it, my 
reaction was a simple ‘wow!’”
said Sakti Srivastava, the
chief of the division of clinical
anatomy at the Stanford Uni-
versity School of Medicine,

who teaches the course. “I’ve 
been imagining it for a long
time.”

Srivastava has been evalu-
ating the effectiveness of the
table as a teaching tool. “It’s
not a replacement for a ca-
daver, but it’s a nice comple-
ment,” he said.

Srivastava will continue to
use the table during courses
he’s teaching over the sum-
mer and hopes to introduce
it into the medical students’
curriculum in the fall.

Paul Brown, consulting
associate professor in the
division of anatomy at Stan-
ford, said he got the idea of
developing a library of vari-
ous anatomical images to use
in such a table because medi-
cal students generally work 
on just one cadaver.

“A 300-pound football 
player is different from a 100-
pound Japanese woman,”
he said. “I was interested in 

providing a larger number 
of cadavers — men, women, 
size variations, different eth-
nicities.”

Students eventually will 
be able to download the data 
onto computers and tab-
lets so they can review it at
home, since “you can’t take 
a cadaver home in your brief-
case,” Brown said.

Brown said he described 
the idea for the virtual dissec-
tion table to his friend Jack 
Choi, CEO and president of 
Anatomage. What Choi pro-
duced “was far superior to 
what we expected, and with 
even more potential in the fu-
ture,” Brown said.

Apart from schools and 
universities, Choi envisions 
the table being used in a 
clinical setting for doctors to 
conduct discussions either 
among themselves or with 
patients. “When we fi rst 
released it in one radiology 

meeting, doctors were very 
positive and said this was the 
coolest product they have 
seen,” Choi said.

Choi plans to develop a 
version of the table that could 
simulate real treatment pro-
cedures, so that doctors can 
use it for training. Srivastava 
is working with engineers to 
develop  feedback devices for 
the table that would allow us-
ers to actually touch and feel 
the virtual bodies.

Surgeons could rehearse 
an operation on a virtual rep-
resentation of a patient, he 
said, and in the future “we 
could actually simulate open 
surgery, which hasn’t hap-
pened before.”

Contact Sandeep Ravindran 
at 408-271-5064.

Dissection

NORBERT VON DER GROEBEN

Kris Thomson , a project manager at Anatomage in San
Jose, sets up the virtual dissection table at Stanford.
Anatomage built and loaned the table to Stanford.

politically astute diplomat
and was popular in the com-
munity. Ortega was equally 
at ease helping farmworkers 
renew their visas as he was 
in private meetings with city 
officials, police brass, Latino 
civil-rights activists and im-
migrant-rights advocates.

Martinez said he wants 
to continue the work done 
by Ortega, such as the mo-
bile consulate services, a
program started by Ortega 
in which vans loaded with 
consulate offi cials, clerks 
and computers paid one-day 
visits to rural sites, often
churches or schools. Hun-
dreds of Mexican fi eld work-
ers who could not afford to 
lose a day’s work visiting
the consulate in San Jose 

lined up to renew passports, 
seek immigration or legal 
advice and even free health 
screenings on the spot.

Martinez has experi-
ence working with Mexican 
families who migrate to the 
United States. He spent 
time in San Antonio, Texas, 
working with social assis-
tance programs in prisons 
and community centers.

He has also held a num-
ber of government positions 
in Mexico, including a stint
as head of the agency that
promotes the conservation 
and protection of healthy
families.

Martinez’s wife, Patricia 
Ponce, is a nurse in Texas 
but looking to join her hus-
band in California with their 
two children, Carlos, 24, and 
Lorena, 14.

Contact Mark Gomez
at 408-920-5869.

Consul
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A plane trailing a sign protesting the growing death
toll in Mexico’s drug war flies overhead as Mexican
President Felipe Calderon delivers the commencement 
speech at Stanford University on June 12.

By Mike Rosenberg
mrosenberg@mercurynews.com
A prominent Silicon Val-

ley analog chip designer and
author was identifi ed Mon-
day as the man who died after
crashing into a tree in Sara-
toga on Saturday.

San Francisco resident
Bob Pease, 70, wrote several 
books on analog design and
other topics and had a regu-
lar column in the Electronic

Design magazine, which 
shared the news about his
death with readers on Mon-
day. But he is probably best 
known for his 33 years spent
at National Semiconductor in 
Santa Clara.

Friends have called him 
an “icon across the entire 
breadth of the analog chip
world.” At National, he de-
signed a negative voltage 
regulator that sold more than 
135 million copies, a chip that
flew on the Apollo and com-
ponents that made medical 
missions to Mount Everest.

The California Highway 

Patrol said Pease was driv-
ing his red 1969 Volkswagen 
Beetle on Saturday at 5:45 
p.m. when he veered too far 
right during a left-hand curve 
on Pierce Road in west Sara-
toga. The vehicle struck a
tree head-on, and Pease, who 
was not wearing his seat belt, 
died instantly.

Police said he was coming
out of the Mountain Winery 
driveway, although it was 
unknown whether alcohol 
played a role in the solo ve-
hicle crash.

A self-described curmud-
geon, the scientist also wore 

a distinctly long, white beard 
and on occasion could be spot-
ted throwing computers off 
the tops of buildings. He also
liked to hike, even making a 
trip to the Himalayas, and 
considered his fi eld an art. 
He used to commute down 
the Peninsula in his Beetle.

Ironically, one of Pease’s 
published books was called 
“How to Drive into Accidents
— and How Not to.” The cause
of Pease’s fatal crash is under
investigation by the CHP.

Contact Mike Rosenberg at 
408-920-5705.

CHP identifies victim in car crash
SARATOGA

Chip designer lost
control of vehicle, 
hit tree on Saturday

By Gary Richards
grichards@mercurynews.com
Caltrans has halted all

highway maintenance work 
temporarily following the 
death Monday of the third 
state road worker on the job
in 48 days — the most ever in
such a short period of time.

Richard Gonzalez, a 52-
year-old Caltrans mainte-

nance worker, was killed 
shortly before 9 a.m. after be-
ing struck by a vehicle while
picking up litter along north-
bound Interstate 15.

On May 4, Stephen Palmer 
was struck by a trolley and
killed in National City near 
San Diego.

On June 7, Jaime Obeso 
was killed by vehicle while 
working on Interstate 8 in
Imperial County.

“Everyday, highway work-
ers put their lives in danger 
just by going to work,” said 

acting Caltrans Director Mal-
colm Dougherty.

“These three tragic inci-
dents are sobering remind-
ers that we all must do ev-
erything we can to keep our 
highways safe. Motorists 
must slow down, watch out 
for highway workers and
safely move over a lane when 
passing work crews.”

Caltrans has posted no-
tices on its statewide network 
of more than 700 electronic 
highway message signs re-
minding motorists to watch 

out for its employees.
Highway construction and 

maintenance work is one of 
the most dangerous occupa-
tions in the United States.
The risk of death is seven 
times greater for highway
workers than for the average 
worker.

 Since the 1920s, 178 Cal-
trans employees have died
while on the job.

Contact Gary Richards at
mrroadshow@mercurynews.
com or at 408-920-5335.

Caltrans worker killed; maintenance halted
DANGEROUS OCCUPATION

Employee’s death
on I-15 is third for 
agency since May 4
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